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welcome
SACS supports the holistic development of talented rugby players and recognises their

B l it z bo k k e
captains

increasing need to successfully balance academic, cultural and sporting commitments.
SACS facilitates this vision by sourcing funding from individuals and organisations to
assist financially, for boys who are unable to attend SACS due to financial constraints.

400m
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2

We have witnessed the development of individuals, some of whose stories are in this
prospectus, through their five years of education at SACS. This education has not
just been in the classroom, but out on the fields, in the hostel, and in their association
with so many diverse young men at SACS.
The SACS Rugby Scholarship programme offers a wide range of support services for
talented rugby players, as well as those we identify that may have potential to attend
SACS as part of a balanced approach to training, performance and academic excellence.
Rugby has given them this vehicle and we hope, in our fundraising efforts, we are able to
help young men in achieving a dream of attending a school like SACS.
Barry van Selm (Head of Rugby)

sacs rugby foundation
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history & update

F

ounded in September 1829, SACS is the oldest high school
in South Africa with arguably the most magnificent setting
right at the foot of Table Mountain and Devil’s Peak. The
school prides itself on the balanced education it provides, the
world-class facilities on offer and the fact that SACS men strive
for excellence in all spheres of school life.
SACS is steeped in history and tradition and we celebrated
150 years of rugby in 2013. The University of Cape Town (UCT)
grew from SACS and to this day we still have close ties and share
the same jersey. SACS even gave Western Province it’s blue and
white hoops. To date SACS has produced 29 Springbok rugby players (and two Springbok 7’s players) which is the 4th most
of all the schools in the country (behind Paul Roos, Grey College
and Bishops). SACS’ most recent Springbok is Percy Montgomery who was the 1st player to play 100 tests for South Africa.
Currently Kyle Brown represents the Blitzbokke on the World 7’s
circuit.
As a school SACS competes against some of the very best rugby schools in the country with annual fixtures against Paul Roos,
Paarl Gimnasium, Paarl Boys High, Boland Landbou as well as
Bishops, Rondebosch and Wynberg (both home and away). We
also tour locally and/or internationally every year and play in
the famous bi annual Cape Schools Week, where we compete
against other top rugby schools like Selborne College, Dale College, Queens College and Grey from the Eastern Cape.

2012

In 2012 SACS 1st XV was blessed with an abundance of talent and
began its campaign with a good win against Border powerhouse
Selborne College from East London. A week later, SACS flew
to Johannesburg to play Jeppe Boys High in the return fixture
after hosting in 2011. SACS held off a determined fightback by
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the hosts to record another notable
‘tour’ victory. Two more convincing
victories were to follow against St
Johns and St Stithians also from Johannesburg before the league season began in earnest. In 2012, SACS
led at halftime in all clashes against
the three Boland heavyweights but
sadly fell just short of recording
memorable wins over Boishaai,
Paarl Gim and Paul Roos. The team
then recorded comfortable wins
against both Bishops and Rondebosch at home before stepping
up to a new level in the 3rd term
beating Rondebosch 26-6 on ‘Rugby
A’ and Bishops 34-3 on the Piley
Rees in commanding performances.
Sandwiched into a busy season was
an unforgettable unbeaten tour of
Zimbabwe in the June/July holidays
with convincing wins against Prince
Edward, Churchill and St Johns.

2013

In 2013, SACS continued to dominate schools from our neighbouring
countries with victory against a
tough Windhoek High School from
Namibia to get the season moving.
SACS hosted Boland Landbou in the
1st league game of the season and
an inspired performance resulted in

a massive 26-22 win for the boys in
blue and white. Another highlight of
an enjoyable and successful season
was a second consecutive double
over Bishops with the 22-5 victory
on the Piley Rees, something to
savour.

2014

The 2014 1st XV can look back on
Festival wins against DHS from KZN
as well as St Davids and St Stithians
from Johannesburg. The team also
held out for a home win against
Rondebosch in what must be one
of the most amazing rear guard actions in SACS Rugby history. Playing
away from home SACS led Boland
Landbou 17-10 with almost full time
on the clock. Landbou scored in the
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corner in the dying seconds and
their Craven Week scrumhalf converted from the corner to draw the
game and break SACS hearts.

2015

2015 was a very special year for
SACS Rugby. Considered by many
to be in a ‘rebuilding year’, the
underrated squad set about their
challenges with guts and commitment and surprised the schoolboy
rugby community with their exciting
attacking play and ‘never say die’
defence. After seeing off Dale
College in their opening game of
the Kearsney Easter Festival SACS
then took on the mighty Affies from
Pretoria. What happened next will
go down in SACS Rugby folklore.
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A depleted SACS team bravely defended their tryline for the majority
of the 2nd half and trailed 6-10 with
minutes on the clock. From inside
the SACS half a speculative box kick
was launched which bounced between defenders and into the grateful arms of Ciaran Dayaram who
sprinted clear and dived in under
the poles for the winning score! The
‘giant killers’ would then lower the
flag of Boland Landbou on Memorial A before beating Rondebosch
and Bishops in memorable away
victories. Wynberg then fell to SACS
in the televised Classic Clash before
a solid set of performances at Cape
Schools Week saw SACS record wins
against Queens College and Muir
College with a weakened squad.

The team would then
record a heroic double
against a strong Bishops
team and finish the season
as one of the most
successful SACS 1st XV’s
of the modern era.

2016

SACS is steeped
in history
and tradition
and we
celebrated
150 years of
rugby in 2013.

With the 2016 season still
fresh in our memories we
can look back fondly on the team’s performances against the
four Boland schools particularly the titanic Boishaai clash.
We can also celebrate a win over the famous rugby school from
KZN, Maritzburg College as well as convincing victories against
Bishops at home and Rondebosch away. 2016 saw the first
double over Wynberg since 2008 with the final match of the
season being a particularly special occasion televised live on
Supersport with Hugh Bladen on commentary.
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success stories

My name is ZOLANI masembathe

Z

My name is FABRICE NAHIMANA

I

am 16 years old and currently in grade 11 at the
South African College School (SACS). I was born in Rwanda
but had to leave my country due to political instability. I
arrived in South Africa in late 2009 and joined Ysterplaat Primary
School the following year. My first few years in South Africa were
quite challenging. I was suddenly exposed to a different culture
and I had to learn English, all while trying to find my feet and
make new friends. It was really tough. Particularly because I had
to start making these adjustments while I was just 10 years old.
It was in my first year at Ysterplaat Primary School that I was
introduced to rugby for the very first time in my life by a gentleman called Campbell McCraw. He had just started the Atlantic
Rugby Academy which was aimed at keeping school kids active
and off the streets. It was at Atlantic Rugby Academy that I
learned how rugby can be a powerful asset in transforming
one’s life. The coaching staff also instilled in me the belief that
I could achieve anything
in life through hard work,
dedication and having faith
in God.
2013 was a particularly
eventful and critical year in
my development as a rugby
player. By then, Atlantic
Rugby Academy had earned
itself a name for spotting
and nurturing talent. That

I learned
how rugby can
be a powerful
asset in
transforming
one’s life.
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same year, the Academy featured
in several newspapers and earned
a spot at the 2014 Tournois de
France a prestigious international
youth rugby tournament. I was
tremendously excited to be a part
of the Academy during this time,
but the experience was not always
so thrilling because of the obstacles I had to overcome in order to
stay on top of my game and keep
up with my teammates. I didn’t
always have enough food to eat and
when I had food, it wasn’t always
rich in the vitamins and minerals I
needed to maintain optimal physical
performance. The fact that I had
not touched a rugby ball or even
heard of a game called ‘rugby’ until
my arrival in SA did not help either.
So, I basically had to be much more
resilient and work much harder than
my peers in order to survive, both in
the classroom and on the pitch.
But the hard work did finally start
to bear fruit. Over time I became a
better and better rugby player and,
following a string of good performances in 2014, attracted the attention of several of the major rugby

playing schools in the Western
Cape. I finally opted for the South
African College Schools (SACS). In
retrospect, I could not have made
a better choice. SACS has proven
to be the best thing that could have
ever happened to me.
To this day I still wake up
thinking about how fortunate I am
to be at such an amazing school.
SACS continues to contribute hugely
to my academic and rugby career.
Since starting at the school, I’ve
played under 15A, under 16A and
I’m currently in the 1st XV training
squad for 2017. I was also part of
the Western Province u16 XV Grant
Khomo week team this season and
I represented Western Province
touch rugby in the inter-provincial
tournament this year.
So yes, I am very happy and privileged to have had so many people
around me who have helped me to
get to where I am right now. Rugby
has absolutely changed my life.
I truly believe that if you are
dedicated, work hard and have
faith in God, nothing can ever stop
you.
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olani’s story is not
much different to many of
the hundreds, and possibly
thousands, of AIDS and township
orphans around South Africa, or
even further afield in Southern
Africa. Around his eighth or ninth
birthday his grandmother passed
away, leaving him in the care of an
unstable teen mother, who left Zolani in the care of an unfamiliar older
lady. Living in what we could establish was very unpleasant circumstances, he somehow made contact
with his father in Khayelitsha (whom
he had never seen before) and
made his way to Cape Town around
2009/2010 to live with his dad. He
arrived in Khayelitsha (2010) to find
his shack-dwelling father severely
emaciated and in the final phases
of TB, which he passed away from
shortly after.
Following his father’s death he
was promptly informed by his deceased father’s girlfriend that there
was no place for him in their home
and that he needed to leave immediately (without even attending his
father’s funeral). Again Zolani (11-12
year’s old) was left totally and utterly destitute and on the streets of
Cape Town’s notorious townships.
Things took a turn for the better
when Zolani met Mrs. Mabetha.
Mrs. Mabetha’s daughter knew
Zolani through connections to
some of the boys living in the same
communal house as him, and one
day she suggested to her mother
that they should take Zolani in and
look after him. “Why should I look
after him?” Mrs. Mabetha wanted
to know. To which her daughter
replied; “well even though he lives
among drug users and criminals,
he does not share their habits and
is more concerned about going to
school and playing rugby!”
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Fortuitously Mrs. Mabetha met
Zolani and decided to take him in in
April 2011. Speaking to her, my wife
learned that since 2011 Zolani has
been a model student, who is; “very
much concerned about his school
marks and playing rugby.”
At a young age Zolani Masembathe decided that he would not
be just another social case and
statistic. His determination resulted
in him representing WP U13 Schools
with distinction at the annual
Craven Week held in Bloemfontein.
He also took part in the national
U13 Sevens tournament held in
Pretoria, where he was probably the
most outstanding player.
Zolani found shelter with ‘friends’,
or shall I rather say, ‘a community of young children in similar
situations to himself’ in Langa. He
has tried desperately hard to live
a ‘normal life’, regularly attending
school and playing his beloved
rugby. But he explained to us that
his experience in the 2011 U12 WP
trials was not good for him because

“he had some problems”. When a concerned parent asked him
why, expecting him to say he had an injury or maybe he was
not focused, he responded saying he; “could not do it properly
because his shelter and food was not good.” As another parent
queried; “considering that my son’s biggest issues during last
year’s trials was whether or not he would be five minutes late,
while being driven there in air-conditioned comfort, at what
point do you throw your hands into the air in desperation!?”
SACS heard about Zolani through the rugby circles and made
contact with Mrs Mabetha. We met them at the hostel and
showed them around. We were immediately impressed with
Zolani’s personality and his will to succeed in life. His humility in
his achievements thus far, when the odds were stacked against
him, struck home the most.
We made contact with Adrian Hewlitt, who we had known
through our rugby playing days at UCT, and told him Zolani’s
story. Adrian did not hesitate to offer to pay for Zolani to attend
SACS and to place him in the hostel. Adrian and his colleagues
at Machine also ensure that Zolani has everything he needs, but
more importantly, that he now has more people that will care
for him. Adrian and the team at Machine have made a huge
difference in Zolani’s life and I am sure he will be eternally
grateful. Zolani is also fortunate to have another SACS family
play a part in his life and their generosity has been incredible.
Zolani is a very lucky young man, who demonstrates the value of
perseverance despite your circumstances and we are very proud
to have him become a part
of our SACS community.

At a young
age Zolani
Masembathe
decided that he
would not be
just another
social case and
statistic.
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the next chapter

where to next?

I AM SIHLE LONZI

B

Through
attending SACS
I have been able
to build up my
all-round
ability and
have been able
to find the
balance in all
that I do.

6

What is the
application
procedure?
SACS will source the boys through
various channels. We advertise for
boys to write scholarship exams
through the printed media and social media and we also learn of boys
through various sporting channels.
Once we make contact with the parents, we invite them to come and
visit the school and we interview
the candidate. During the application process we also evaluate the
candidate’s academic results and
proficiency in English.

Who will
do the
selection?
I AM THUNDZi DIKE

The Headmaster always makes the
final decision and is guided by
Mr van Selm (Deputy Headmaster)
and Mr Wepener (Head of Sport).
The potential candidate may also
be asked to attend a sport session
held by various sports coaches who
additionally give their input.

T

hundzi Dike attended Western
Province Preparatory School on a
scholarship for his junior schooling. His
mother and aunt raised him in the township of
Langa. Recognising early on that a school like
SACS was financially out of reach for Thundzi
unless we were able to source funding for his
high school schooling, we managed to source a
benefactor that contributed his school fees on a
yearly basis. Considering the danger associated
with evening travel and the distance to Langa it
was also imperative we sourced funding for the
hostel, and to this end, the class of 1983 kindly
contributed the entirety of his boarding fees.
Thundzi had a full life at SACS and was involved
in a myriad of aspects at the school. He also
made a success of his rugby playing abilities,
playing the majority of his rugby for the 3rd XV
as well as a few games for the 2nd XV. Added
to this he toured with the 1st XV at the start of
the 2015 season. Thundzi is an incredibly proud
SACS man and has exhibited exceptional manners and care for others during his time at SACS.
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orn in a township called Gugulethu in Cape Town, I am a classic
example of a tenacious young South African. With the very strong support
from my mother and grandparents, I learned basic value systems from a very
young age.
As a young boy, I understood that education was the only chance I had at success.
I attended a Primary school in Athlone, and like most public schools there were
challenges like classroom size, bullying, theft, technology and parent involvement.
My community is no different, drug abuse, teenage pregnancy and alcohol abuse are
forces I had to deal with in my early teenage years. Coming from a family that did
not have much, my mother’s strongest desire was for me to get a good education. I
applied for a number of scholarships, and our prayers were answered when, after a
series of tests and interviews, I was granted the Students for a Better Future (SBF)
Scholarship.
The SBF Scholarship gave me an opportunity to attend one of the top schools in
the country - The South African College High School (SACS). SACS was a new and
very different environment for me. At first I found it hard to fit in, but with the help
of the staff and the boys, I was able to overcome that. I am someone who likes to
get his hands dirty and at SACS I have been able to get involved in Sports, Culture
and a lot of Community work.
While academics has always been my number one priority, through attending
SACS I have been able to build up my all-round ability and have been able to find
the balance in all that I do. Today, I am an outstanding sportsman, musician, orator,
academic and leader. My involvement at school not only developed my work-ethic,
honesty, confidence but it also taught me compassion and time management skills.
I will be forever grateful for the role that my mother, grandparents, teachers
and SBF played in my life. Thank you.

How will the
successful
candidate be
mentored?
Apart from financial support,
SACS will also offer its counselling
services to the bursary holders.
If the candidate needs academic
support, our teachers will facilitate
that or we can get the help of external tutors. We feel strongly about
looking after the academic needs
of the candidate and will assist as
much as possible.

sacs rugby foundation

What are the
financial
advantages for
the sponsor?
Section 18A Tax Certificate SACS can facilitate the payment of
the sponsorship through the SACS
Percy Montgomery Rugby Foundation, which has Public Benefit
Organisation status (PBO number
930 040 259) and can therefore
provide a Section 18A Tax Certificate.
BEE Status - any entity wanting to
do business with the Government
or any Organs of State has to be BEE
Compliant first. The process of
becoming BEE Compliant is known
as the BEE Verification process.
Making social contributions towards
own employees, employees families
or into communities, such as paying
employees children’s school fees or
contributing towards black sports
teams, assists in this process.

SACS SUPPORTS
THE HOLISTIC
DEVELOPMENT OF
TALENTED RUGBY
PLAYERS.
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BECOME A SPONSOR
If you would like to become an annual sponsor of School Fees of a SACS RUGBY scholarship recipient
please complete the form below and return it to: Barry van Selm vanselmb@sacollege.org.za
person/company
responsible for the fees
Email Address
Contact Number
ID Number
Address

Snap here to pay

Declaration of the person responsible for funding
1.1. I/We accept that the responsibility for paying the annual school fees rests
with me/us and hereby undertake to pay in full the annual school fees deterOAlNOVg7

getsnapsca n.com

Ref: Rugbyfund/name
Part/smaller contributions
will also be accepted.
Contact Barry van Selm
vanselmb@sacollege.org.za
for further information.
send your form To:
ATTENTION:
Barry van Selm
vanselmb@sacollege.org.za
or return the form to the office
at SACS High School
Newlands Avenue,
Newlands, 7700

mined by the governing body of the School and agreed to by the parent body at
the annual budget meeting.
1.2. I/We understand and accept that we are liable to pay compulsory school
fees and the School may enforce payment of such fees in terms of the South
African Schools Act. Should the School enforce payment of any outstanding
school fees and need to take legal action to recover these fees, I/we hereby
undertake to pay all legal costs incurred by the School in this regard (including
but not limited to attorney/client fees);

Signed 					Date
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OUR BLOOD IS BLUE

www.sacsrugby.com
SACS High School, Newlands Avenue, Newlands, Cape Town, 7700

